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MAX MCRAE

SKODRA RS

The latest generation of a world famous rallying family is making his first visit to the Visit Conwy

Cambrian Rally. Max McRae, whose late uncle Colin was World Rally champion, and his grandfather
and father also have illustrious records in the sport, will no doubt attract attention.

He first rallied in 2020 winning the N3 class
in three rounds of the West Australian Rally
Championship. His career was hampered
by the Covid epidemic, but 2022 saw two
Production Class wins in a Subaru Impreza
in the Australian Rally Championship, and

her also competed in Europe in a Fiesta

Rallye 4 notching up third in class on the
Donegal International Rally, and third Junior
BRC on the Nicky Grist Stages.

This year he competed in the Junior ERC
Championship and led two events and
recorded several fastest stage times.

CAMBRIANRALLY COUK #CAMBRIANRALLY2023

MATTHEW HIRST
FIESTR RS

Matthew Hirst and Declan Dear will have
another chance to clinch the Motorsport UK
Pirelli Welsh Rally Championship title for a third
time on the Visit Conwy Cambrian Rally.

In 3 carbon copy of last year, the Delta
Salvage/Witham Group Ford Fiesta R5 crew
scored maximum points on the first four
rounds — only for their Woodpecker Stages jinx
to deny them a five out of five clean sweep.

ROBERT
PROUOLOCK
AOAM R2

Scottish competitor Robert Proudlock

is in only his second year of rallying, but

has shown that he's a rising star. This year
competing an Ope| Adam R2, he's clinched
the Scottish Junior Rally Championship and
has entered the Visit Conwy Cambrian Rally
with the aim of taking the BTRDA Junior title
too - despite close competition at the top of
the points table.

He said: "With the competition being as
fierce as it is, it won't be an easy task.
Nevertheless | can't wait to get out into
the Welsh forests and hopefuiiy round off

what's already been a fantastic year.”

Having contested the event every year since
2018, the Cambrian is an event Hirst knows
well and wrapping the Welsh title up with a
round to spare will be top of his agenda.

He said: “From 3 com petitor’s standpoint,
one of the things | enjoy about this eventis
how it reinvents itself year on year. The route
tends to be unpredictable which certainly adds
to the challenge with the preparation going
into the event from a pace notes perspective.
This year is no different.”
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LUKE FRANCIS

FIESTA RS

Two times Cambrian Rally winner, and former Welsh Rally champion, MNorth Walian, Luke
Francis is making a welcome return to the sport after stepping back from rallying in 2018
to focus on business and family life.

Reunited with his former co-driver John H Roberts in a Ford Fiesta RS, he's not expecting
to win the rally but after a successful test drive prior to the event, hopes to put in a strong
performance with a possible top ten finish in what is virtually his home event encompassing
some of his favourite rally stages

GARRY PERRSON

Having lost out on winning this year's British Rally Championship after the last round,

the Trackrod Rally in Yorkshire, when the title was taken by World Rally Championship
competitor, Adrian Fourmaux, Scots rally star Garry Pearson is hoping to seal second place
in the championship this weekend,

No stranger to the Visit Conwy Cambrian Rally, he enjoys the challenges set by the Conwy
county based rally stages, and he and co-driver Daniel Barritt competing a Volkswagon
Polo RS has been on consistent form all season, putting in some outstanding times on
both gravel and asphalt surfaces during his title challenge.

IOM LAVE

POLO GTI RS

Former British Rally Championship front
runner, Tom Cave will make his first
start in an RS car for almost two years
on the Visit Conwy Cambrian Rally and
will definitely be one to watch.

He narrowly lost out on the 2021 BRC
championship to fellow Welshman Matt
Edwards, but says that on this event
with no peints to compete for he is
going out to enjoy himself in a Melvyn
Evans Motorsport Volkswagon Polo

GTi R5.

He said: “It's an event I've always
enjoyed The stages are absolutely world

class: I'm really locking forward to it."
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Spectate Safely

Your safety - your life

Secure your place for the Defender Rally Series 2024 to enjoy arrive-and-drive
off-road adventures in outstanding destinations. The annual driver

development programme supports progression to international events and
ownership of a world-class competition Bowler Defender 90. Defender delivers
this sporting adventure by working alongside our off-road performance
specialists at Bowler. Open to experienced and novice race drivers, with full
training and support provided. Limited spaces available.

Don't sit when watching or waiting.
Respect the tape and signage.
Keep children and pets under control.

#rallysafety motorsportuk.ora/rallysafety

For an unrivalled rally experience, contact Bowler:
+44 [D0]1773 827 111 - info[@bowlermotorsport.com
www.bowlermotors.com X@MO D @ scan e camsrinNRALLY.CO.uK  EI@CAMBRIANRALLY 3 /CAMBRIANRALLY ©/NWALESCARCLUB




The Motorsport UK British Rally Championship
is set to round out its 2023 season in the
world-class gravel stages of North Wales, as
the Visit Conwy Cambrian Rally plays host to
the seventh and final round.
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2023 VISITCONWY CAMBRIAN RALLY EVENT TIMETARBLE
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FRIDAY 27TH DCTOBER:

Scrutineering: 12:00 - 18:30hrs

Location: Multi-storey Car Park,

Victoria Centre, Llandudno.

A superb opportunity to get
close to the cars and meet the
Driver/Navigators & Teams

SATURDAY
| STARI/FINISH
L LLANDUDNG PRON

BIDNANT FO0D
BE GROUP

SATURDAY 28TH OCTDBER:

MC1:
START - LLANDUDNO
PROMENADE
First Car Due off the
ramp @ 08:01

$S1: ELSI1
First Car Due @ 08:49

$S3: BRENIG 1
First Car Due @ 10:33

MC2 | MC3:
SERVICE IN / SERVICE OUT
LLANDUDNO JUNCTION

SS4: ELSI2
First Car Due @ 13:38

§S5: BRENIG 2
First Car Due @ 14:58

§56: ELSI3
First Car Due @ 16:26
National Crews Only.
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we?;fldcq e KICK OFF YOUR

PROJECT WITH

S kip hife MKM LLANDUDNO

JUNCTION

4yd Skips <> 8yd Skips & |8yd Roro
Muck & Hardcore away

PROUD SPONSORS OF

Builders Waste & Recycling & Competitive rates CAMBRIAN RALLY

Same Day collection & We arrange your permit

Commercial /| Domestic Waste

331 .: !
-

i hirzki'\\ - - L = y BUILDING | TIMBER | PLUMBING | LANDSCAPING | JOINERY
Plot 2A Tremar Industrial Estate ' ' f

Kandudno {unetiop o7 Rk W L SR8y @l  CONWY ROAD, LLANDUDNO JUNCTION
Conwy LL31 9PN _ T L) () LL319DX | 01492 583423 | mkmbs.co.uk M M
Tel : 01492 593080 - R OPEN MON-FRI 07:30-17:30 SAT 08:00-12:00

Email: sales.worldcareskiphire(@gmail.com
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Get what yojheed from the shme place and at a price you can afford.
staliTowbar Services Ltd in thl Iandudno

CAMERIANRALLY CO.UK EI@CAMBRIANRALLY 3{/CAMBRIANRALLY ©/NWALESCARCLUB 33



LHAMEION ITHTTHE

MATTHEW HIRST AND DECLAN DEAR WILL HAVE ANOTHER
LHANCE 70 CLINCH THE MOTORSPORT UK PIRELL/
WELSH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE FOR A THIRD TIME
ON TOOAY S VISIT LONWY CAMBRIGN RALLY.

In a carbon copy of last year, the Delta Salvage/Witham Group Ford Fiesta
R5 crew scored maximum points on the first four rounds - only for their
Woodpecker Stages jinx to deny them a five out of five clean sweep.

Having contested the event every year since 2018, the Cambrian is an event Hirst knows

well and wrapping the Welsh title up with a round to spare will be top of his agenda.
Hirst will also be looking for an overall win, as are plenty of other Welsh contenders.

kL] CAMBRIANRALLY CO.UK #CAMBRIANRALLY2023




LHALLENGE TITEE RALE
STLL WIDEOPENS

The Rally Challenge drivers lead is currently held by Richard Merriman
who has just concentrated on the sealed surface rounds in his Darrian
T90. Richard declined a kind offer from fellow competitor Leighton
Smith to use his Peugeot 205 as his last foray into the forests didn't
end well when back in 1982, he ended the day on his roof on the JC
Van Hire Stages. He now has to sit back while the final two rounds ,
both held in forestry, take place. Favourite for the title must now be
Surrey based Irishman Ernie Graham. He and wife Karen bring their
Flexifly sponsored Historic specification Mk. 1 Escort. The couple are
far from home and dry as all ten of the current top placed drivers who
compete on forestry events, and Karen’s nearest rivals have entered.

Points for the ‘IPS’ are awarded for the class position achieved in each rally, not
just amongst contenders with a maximum 30 up for grabs each round. Just one
point separates second and third placed Martin Walters on 108 and Andrew
Stokes on 107, so Ernie's current score of 116 still makes it too close to call.

Photograph: Stanislav Kucera
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Honda Civic Martin Walters / Marie Fletcher ‘
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Equally close is the co-drivers category. ‘ I_
Coleford’s Colin Jenkins leads by just one point i
over Dan Evans whose class victory on the Toyota
Harlech Stages, elevated him to second in the
standings. Colin, who is with Geoff Phelps in

an Escort, has now competed on seven rounds
and with the best seven out of twelve scores to
count, he will now have to drop his lowest score
points up until the last round, his home event,
the Wyedean Stages.

Martin Walters and Marie Flatcher narrowly
missed out on the 2022 title in their Honda Civic
when they were unable to contest the last round,
and lying fourth and sixth consecutively, cannot
be ruled out.

The fight for the Junior title is between current
leader, Dylan Fowler Bishop, (Restruct Nissan
Micra), and Luke Watts, (MG ZR). Dylan is also
going to be hard to beat in the RJD Motor
Services Two Seats Trophy category of the
Challenge which rewards competitors who both
drive and co-drive throughout the year.

The Rally Challenge, which is promoted by
Maesteg and District Motor Club attracted 140
registrations this year. lt was created back in

2013 to raise funds and awareness for Wales
Air Ambulance and is on target to have reached Reports, photographs and points can be found at:
£16,000 since its inception by the end of this year. independentpaintsuppliesrallychallenge.co.uk

g ‘w ELUSEN AMBIVWLANS AWYR CYMRU
§ WALES AIR AMBULANCE CHARITY

PAINT MLLY
% CHALLENGE

independentpaintsuppliesrallychallenge.co.uk

INDEPENDENTPAINT SWANSEA-CARDIFF " *-'PsPairto

cAMBRIANRALLY.CO.UK EI@CAMBRIANRALLY X /CAMBRIANRALLY @ /NWALESCARCLUB a7



The current leading driver is the Flying Kiwi, Boyd Kershaw, who was El_.mner,.-

up last year. With co-driver Keegan Rees in the rapid Escort he will be trying to
increase his current lead of just one point over Yorkshire driver Gary Ccmper who
has scored maximum points in the four events started in his Subaru, but alI in the
north of England area.

Uiy ¥ )
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North Walian Jamie Edwards leads the
co-drivers with five maximum scores in

R5 cars, but the reigning d'lnmplou is clnsﬁ[y
followed by Manx resident B Papper in her
first year of competition. Kershaw's co-driver,
Keegan Rees from zouth Wales is in third spot.

*:!t WS
C

{Subaru Imprazn) whi!at the |aadmg w-d e
are Kaz Jankins (Vauxhall Nova), Cyril Jones
(Vauxhall Nova), Keegan Rees (Ford Ezcort),
Jack Morris (MINI Cooper ) and Jamie Edw;ards
(Skoda Fabla]

With the Maltnn Stages in Yorkshire and the
Wyedean in the Forest of Dean next month still
to count it is impossible to predict the eventual
champions, but local knowledge may favour a
couple of crews!
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ONTHEPACEnote.co.

* 4

At OnthepacenoteUK we pride ourselves by
providing a professional reliable service.

Craig & Killian have over 100 WRC starts between them with a vast amount of
knowledge and current experience of making pacenotes.

WE HAVE A RANGE OF ROUTE NOTES AVAILABLE TO YOU

v' 6 & 1 Fastest choice of direction
v 1-9 choice of direction
v Descriptive
v Digital DVD & DVD
v We can supply a sample of any system on request

TO ORDER SIMPLY:
visit our website: www.onthepacenote.co.uk
Email: onthepacenoteuk@gmail.com  Call Craig: 07977 234 790

ABSOLUTE  SPorT o
FA=EE] peuy. TRAXX
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Following their victory on the recent Trackrod Forest Stages
— their fourth of the season - Elliot Payne/Tom Woodburn
(Fiesta Rally2) have secured the 2023 MRF Tyres BTRDA Gold
Star® Rally Championship crown, narrowly beating Arron
Newby/Jamie Edwards (Skoda Fabia R5) on the way. In Elliot's
case, at the age of just 20, it’s his second consecutive title - a
feat that no-one has achieved since Ricky Evans back

in 1994/95!

@) motorsport uk T -
Welsh Rally SEACON UK l‘m
Championship -

SPECIMIST LOGSTICS SOUTIoNS
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